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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because its length exceeds 150 
words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2-7 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claims 2-7 and 9-10 recite the limitations for which there is no antecedent basis 
in the claims. In particular, the following passages lack or have vague antecedent 
basis: 
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(i) "the insurance provider": claim 2, line 2 

claim 7, line 19 

(ii) "the practitioner's": claim 3, line 4 

(iii) "the specific charges": claim 4, line 2 

(iv) Claims 5 and 6 incorporate the deficiencies of claim 4, through dependency, 
and are also rejected. 

(v) "the charge sheet records": claim 7, line 13 

(vi) "the physician's visit code": claim 9, line 2 

(vii) "the physician": claim 9, line 3 

(viii) Claim 10 incorporates the deficiencies of claim 9, through dependency, and 
is also rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Crane 
(5,748,907). 

(A) Referring to claim 7, Crane discloses a system for creation of an integrated medical 
record via a communications computer network, comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/837,895 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3626 

means for recording the scheduling of a patient's visit, means for recording data 
relative to the patient's clinical visit, including means for recording the history of the 
patient and entering data relative to the physical examination of the patient (col. 5, lines 
60-65 and 47-52, Table 1 at col. 38, lines 45-63, and col. 1 , lines 36-38 of Crane), and 
means for recording data relating to the diagnosis, testing, and treatment planning for 
the patient, and means for scheduling the sign-out of the patient, and means for 
recording the establishment of next visit date, and means for scheduling the studies and 
referrals relating to the patient (col. 9, lines 29-45 and col. 24, lines 47-54 of Crane; the 
Examiner interprets "check-out" to be a form of "sign-out"); 

means for recording data relative to the financial information pertaining to the 
patient's clinical visit, including means for gathering and verifying the patient's insurance 
coverage information, means for recording data relative to the patient's visit and 
treatment upon the charge sheet records establishing the charges for the patient's visit, 
means for entering said financial data for the visit into a billing system, means for 
recording the data into the patient's ledger, listing of the patient's charges, and 
payments to date, and means for generating a statement to the patient for the balance 
due from the ledger relative to the current and previous visits (col. 5, lines 37-42, col. 7, 
lines 5-12, and Table 2 at col. 40-41 of Crane); and 

means for electronically forwarding upon the computer the data relative to the 
patient's most current visit, transmitting data to the insurance provider, relative to the 
services conducted for that visit, and means for processing upon the computer the 
financial statement, payments made thereto, and the amount of patient billings in 
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arrears for collection (col. 11, lines 49-53, col. 
Crane). 



Page 5 

5, lines 37-42, and col. 34, lines 62-65 of 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-6 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Crane (5,748,907). 

(A) Referring to claim 1 , Crane discloses a method and system for creation of an 
integrated medical patient's record via a communications computer network, including 
providing a record of standard patient personal and medical history and capable of 
receiving data pertaining to a specific visit for the patient being treated (Fig. 6, col. 2, 
lines 59-61 , and col. 9, lines 40-45 of Crane; the Examiner interprets "visit summary" to 
be a form of "data pertaining to a specific visit"); 

inputting data relative to the personal history of the specific patient to be 
examined and treated (col. 1, lines 36-38 and col. 2, lines 59-61 of Crane); 

inputting data relative to specific medical information determined during the 
specific patient's examination and visit (col. 9, lines 29-35 of Crane); 

providing a record of the patient's diagnosis, studies and treatment during this 
specific patient visit (col. 9, lines 29-35 and 40-45 of Crane; the Examiner interprets 
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"summary" to be a form of "record," "test" to be a form of "studies," and "prescription" to 
be a form of "treatment"); 

calculating the financial obligations for the specific patient's examination and visit 
(col. 5, lines 37-42 of Crane; the Examiner interprets "automatically verifies and 
invoices" to be a form of "calculating"); 

providing a record for the diagnosis, studies ordered, and treatment for that 
patient's specific visit (col. 9, lines 29-35 and 40-45 of Crane); 

providing on the same record a statement of the patient's and provider's financial 
obligations for the examination and visit (col. 23, lines 44-51 of Crane); and 

storing in memory the statement of the patient's medical history for the visit, and 
the financial obligations of the patient and provider for the specific patient visit (col. 34, 
lines 59-65 of Crane). 

Crane fails to expressly teach the use of a single page for the record, but doing 
so would have been an obvious modification to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention. 

The motivation for such a modification would have been to conserve resources 
(i.e., less printing required; and less waste of paper). 

(B) Referring to claim 2, Crane discloses transmitting through a communications 
network to the insurance provider its financial obligation for the specific patient's 
examination, treatment, and visit (col. 5, lines 37-42 of Crane). 

(C) Referring to claim 3, Crane discloses wherein said step of inputting data relative to 
the patient's examination including inputting information for recording relating to the 
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physical examination, inputting data relative to the patient's explanation of symptoms of 
the present illness (col. 23, lines 1-11 of Crane; the Examiner interprets "interviews the 
patient" to be a form of "patient's explanation"), recording information relative to the 
practitioner's diagnosis, studies and tests ordered, and treatments to be given (col. 9, 
lines 29-35 and Table 1 at col. 38, lines 45-63 of Crane). 

(D) Referring to claim 4, Crane discloses including providing in the step of calculating 
the financial obligation a determination of the specific charges, payments made, and the 
balance due relative to the patient's examination, treatment and visit (Table 2 at col. 41 
and col. 5, lines 37-42 of Crane). 

(E) Referring to claim 5, Crane discloses inputting information relative to any outside 
office tests conducted, the location of the outside office processes (col. 2, line 62 - col. 
3, line 6 and col. 4, lines 41-47 of Crane), any prescription medication prescribed, the 
location of any prescription medication obtained (col. 12, lines 33-41 and col. 9, lines 
29-35 of Crane; the Examiner interprets "from the pharmacy" to be a form of "location"), 
any referral to other specialists for further treatment, and the location of the other 
specialist (col. 13, lines 43-48 and col. 18, lines 32-37 of Crane), and further 
examinations, treatments, and visits scheduled for the specific patient (col. 24, lines 46- 
54 of Crane). 

(F) Referring to claim 6, Crane discloses wherein the step of storing in memory includes 
the provision of initiating a save record button for preserving upon a single record of the 
medical and financial data relative to the specific patient under medical investigation 
and treatment (col. 34, lines 59-65 and col. 29, lines 48-51 of Crane; the Examiner 
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interprets "visit summary" to be a form of "single record" and "'Done' function" to be a 
form of "button"). 

(G) Referring to claim 8, Crane discloses a method and system for creation of an 
integrated medical patient's record via a computer, including providing a record of 
standard patient personal and medical history, and which is capable of receiving data 
pertaining to a specific visit for the patient being treated (Fig. 6, col. 2, lines 59-61 , and 
col. 9, lines 40-45 of Crane; the Examiner interprets "visit summary" to be a form of 
"data pertaining to a specific visit"); 

inputting data relative to the personal history of the specific patient to be 
examined and treated (col. 1, lines 36-38 and col. 2, lines 59-61 of Crane); 

inputting data relative to specific medical information determined during the 
specific patient's examination and visit (col. 9, lines 29-35 of Crane); 

inputting data relative to the patient's diagnosis, studies, treatment and visit 
charge during that specific patient visit, and inputting the financial requirements needed 
for medical coverage by the patient's insurance provider and the patient (col. 9, lines 29- 
35 and 40-45 of Crane; the Examiner interprets "test" to be a form of "studies" and 
"prescription" to be a form of "treatment"); 

deriving and calculating the financial obligations regarding the patient's 
diagnosis, studies, treatment, and visit charges for determining the patient and 
insurance provider financial obligations (col. 5, lines 37-42 of Crane; the Examiner 
interprets "automatically verifies and invoices" to be a form of "calculating"); 
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providing a record for said diagnosis, studies, treatment, and examination, and 
the financial obligations determined for that patient's specific visit (col. 24, lines 47-54 of 
Crane); and 

storing electronically in memory the statement of the patient's medical history for 
the visit, and the financial obligations of the patient and provider for that specific patient 
visit (col. 34, lines 59-65 of Crane). 

Crane fails to expressly teach the use of a single page for the record, but doing 
so would have been an obvious modification to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention. 

The motivation for such a modification would have been to conserve resources 
(i.e., less printing required; and less waste of paper). 

(H) Referring to claim 9, Crane discloses the step of inputting data relative to the 
physician's visit code categorizing the charges made relative to the type of diagnostic 
study, treatment, and diagnosis provided by the physician for specific patient visit (col. 
19, line 64 - col. 20, line 7 of Crane; the Examiner interprets "cost of each specific test" 
to be a form of "categorizing the charges"). 

(I) Referring to claim 10, Crane discloses wherein the providing of a record of the 
patient's diagnostic studies, and diagnosis and the determination of the financial 
requirements of the allowed medical coverage for the patient's visit are created in a 
single step by the system (col. 23, lines 43-51 and col. 29, lines 50-51 of Crane). 

Conclusion 
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9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied prior art teaches a healthcare payment, 
reporting and data processing system and method (US 2002/0062224 A1 ); and a 
method and system encoding and processing alternative healthcare provider billing 
(5,915,241). 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lena Najarian whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7072. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571) 272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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